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can form the basis of his reading material. If he has made
the things, talked about the experiences and seen words
associated with the activities and objects on which his first
reading books are based, he is likely to succeed in the ail-
important task of learning to read. Finally, with respect
to this period, and as a preparation for the second^ more
formal aspect of learning to read, teachers should note that
little is achieved by forcing pupils to read. Many of them
will make little apparent progress between the ages of 5
and 65 then in the 6+ stage they will forge ahead with
rapid strides. In this preparatory period give them all
kinds of opportunities for achieving the necessary verbal
background and the right attitude towards words, but do
not set rigid standards. The consolidating period between
5+ and 6 or 6+ is often not measurable ; its effect is often
delayed, but there is little doubt of its value from 6 +
onwards for those children who are fortunate enough to
have had it.